
My friends, 

You may notice that we are refurbishing 
Forliti Gathering Room. Unlike Fleming 
Hall, this particular space gets an enor-
mous amount of use each week. We de-
cided to brighten the room up with a new 
coat of paint and change out the existing 
carpeting for a floor that is much more 
durable and easier to clean. I believe this 
newly renovated space is beautiful and 
will serve us for many years to come.  

Whenever we do something like this, 
people ask me how we are paying for it. 
It is a fair question, given the fact that we 
are slowly emerging out of a financial 
crisis. The simple answer is that we are 
using a financial gift we were given last 
year. But I would like to explain just a 
little more about the gift.  

The gift of $250,000 was given from the 
estate of a man who never knew about 
St. Olaf. But his brother, who is the 
administrator of his estate, knew 
about us and decided to give us a 
portion of the estate. It was very 
generous of him to do so.  

Like all legacy gifts, it is very wel-
come. It has allowed us to do some 
things that we believed were needed 
but did not have the funds right 
now. Besides Forliti Gathering Room, 
this gift helped us refurbish the 
parking lot earlier this summer. For 
years, we just patched holes and re-
striped the lines when the paint wore 
off. Because of the gift we received, we 
were able finally to do the parking lot 
right. It functions much better now.  

I know over the last five years, I have 
spoken a lot about money. But the truth 
is, we cannot minister to this downtown 
community without the continued com-
mitment of everybody to support us fi-
nancially. We keep trying to raise this 
awareness in a variety of ways. I believe 
my continued invitations for you to in-
crease your financial gifts are making a 
difference. Our attempts to generate 
more interest in St. Olaf and expand our 
giving are an obligation I have as pastor.  

Next month we will have a parish-wide 
party. The evening has been titled OF 
MINISTRY AND MUSIC. On this night, 
there are a variety of ways people are 
able to participate. We hope that it will 

not only be a fundraiser. We hope to cre-
ate an atmosphere that helps us cele-
brate, as a parish community, the work 
we do each day. We haven’t done some-
thing like this for a long time. We 
are hoping it will be received well. We 
hope people who come will have a 
good time. We hope, too, to raise 
some funds to help us continue to 
deal with the Capital Projects we need 
to address at this time. I am hoping you 
come and join us. There are details 
about how you can do that in this 
bulletin and on our website.  

As you and I know, the Church continues 
to suffer from our own self-inflicted 
wounds. And as I have said in other 
columns, we all are deeply 
challenged by what we read and 
hear. A few weeks ago, after some 
horrific news out of Pennsylvania, I 
began my homily saying how grateful I 
am you came to St. Olaf. Some come 
daily, others come weekly, and still 
others come when they are visiting 
downtown. Your presence and your 
stewardship are a great support to us 
who minister here each day. 

Those of you who offer your time, talent,
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE 
Additional info at: SaintOlaf.org/events 

Saturday, September 22
  9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
  9:00 a.m. Music Ministry Retreat 

 10:00 a.m. RCIA 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 

12:30 p.m. Venite Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 

Sunday, September 23 — 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 6:00 a.m. 
 8:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 
 10:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
 4:00 p.m. 

Mass 
Mass 
Nursery Opens 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

Monday, September 24 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 

7:30 a.m. Samaritan Ministry Hospitality 
10:00 a.m. LOCW Clothing Drive 

 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 

Tuesday, September 25
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 

Wednesday, September 26 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:00 a.m. AA 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 

12:30 p.m. Organ Concert 
6:30 p.m. Parish Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m. Alanon 

Thursday, September 27
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 

6:45 p.m. From Age to Age Rehearsal 

Friday, September 28 — (Office closed on Fridays)
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass  

12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

Saturday, September 29
  9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 

 10:00 a.m. RCIA 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 

2:30 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal 
2:30 p.m. Venite Choir Rehearsal 
4:00 p.m. Mass with Venite Choir 

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC, October 12 
See you there! Info: www.suemclean.com, 
FRMurnane@SaintOlaf.org  or 612-767-7635. 

Conversation on Immigration:  
Join the conversation on migration and immigration and 
the stories presented in the Green Card Voices exhibit, 
Sunday, Sept 23 from 11:00 am-Noon in Fleming Foyer. 
Members of the parish commission on Charity and 
Justice will host this gathering. 

Wisdom and hope, love and faith are in our bones.  
We are privileged to partner with the League of Catholic 
Women quarterly each year with their First Impression/
St. Olaf Samaritan Ministry Donation Drives, and we are 
grateful for your response.  The Fall Drive is Monday, 
September 24, 10:30 a.m. Items needed are PJ’s, 
toiletries, underwear, twin bedding, diapers, hairbrushes, 
etc., and baby quilts for the Mother Teresa Minneapolis 
Home. Or drop items off any time 9-4 p.m., M-F. Call the 
parish office for info: 612-332-7471.

Wednesday Organ Recitals 
At St. Olaf, we are blessed to have a magnificent 67-rank 
pipe organ. This fall, it will be showcased in a series of 
recitals on Wednesday afternoons, immediately following 
the noon Mass. Recitals run from Sept. 26 through Dec. 5 
(no recital Oct. 31), and will be approx. 30-40 minutes.

ABONDO - A Village in Kenya
Fifteen years ago, Timon Bondo pleaded with me to 
help him start a desperately needed school in Kenya. St 
Olaf parishioners and visitors responded generously 
many times. There is now a school, kitchen, dining hall, 
administrative space, and a well that serves not only the 
school but the surrounding community. Please help 
support a place that bears the name of St. Olaf half way 
around the world. FYI: Rabondo fundraiser September 
29, 2 p.m-3:30 p.m., St. Louis Park Rec Center, 3700 
Monterey Drive. Mail check payable to: Rabondo 
Community Project, P.O. Box 27954, Mpls. 55427 or 
www.RCPUSA.org. It is a MN 501(c)3 charitable org. 
Gratefully, Fr. John Forliti, St. Olaf Pastor, 1992-2004.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
Additional info at: SaintOlaf.org/events 
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and financial resources to continue our mission here in 
downtown humble me. Remember, if each of  us does his/
her part  and gives according to his/her abilities, we will have 
more than enough time, talent, and financial resources to do 
the work we have committed ourselves to do. Ultimately, this 
generosity is what brings life to St. Olaf and allows it to be 
the saving presence of Christ in the heart of downtown 
Minneapolis.  




